
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MEDIA ALERT 

TO    : ALL MEDIA 

DATE    : Monday, 23 February 2015 

ATTENTION   : NEWS EDITORS/REPORTERS AND PR WIRE 

MEC MCHUNU CONCERNED ABOUT THE TWO RECENT MURDERS IN ESCOURT 

KWAZULU-NATAL MEC for Transport, Community Safety and Liaison, Willies Mchunu, 

has deplored the two recent murders in Loskop, Estcourt, urging residents of the area to 

to remain calm and allow the police to probe the incidents. 

Last week Thursday (19 February 2015), Phillip Zikhali, 60, a local induna and member 

of community safety structure Mkhumbi, was shot. He was rushed to hospital but 

succumbed to his injuries and died. It was suspected that Zikhali was murdered for his 

role in Mkhumbi, which among others, deals with the rampant stock theft in the area. 

Later, on the same day, the lifeless body of Mlayeni Mbatha, a 15-year-old cattle herder 

was found in the area by community members. It was suspected that Mbatha was killed 

by suspects that stole cattle he was herding at the time. 

Police have swiftly arrested and charged one suspect. 

Today (23 February 2015), Mchunu strongly condemned these two murders, saying that 

police would do everything to ensure that those responsible for the murders were 

brought to book. 

“I find these murders to be totally abhorrent. We will follow the cases until there 

are arrests and convictions. I am extremely disappointed and angered by these 

senseless murders because Zikhali was one of those on the forefront of fighting 



crime and championing peace while it seems that Mbatha was a young and 

innocent man. 

 

“The police are looking into these incidents. We wish to call on the residents to 

observe calm and restraint and allow the police to get into the bottom of these 

crimes. 

“We also call on whoever might have information as to who is responsible for 

these murders and stock theft to share it with the police so that those responsible 

could be immediately brought to book,” said Mchunu. 

He also welcomed the swift arrest one suspect and called on the members of Mkhumbi 

to continue fighting crime within the ambit of the law. 

Mchunu also extended his heartfelt condolences to the family and friends of Zikhali and 

Mbatha. 

Enquiries:   Sipho Khumalo @082-682-6437 

Sipho.khumalo@comsafety.gov.za 

OR 

Kwanele Ncalane 

   : 072 803 1462/079 6995755 

   : Kwanele.ncalane@kzntransport.gov.za 
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